
CSD Summer Reading 11/3/25 
 
Oregon Library Presenters Directory: Not just kids performers, also Grown up and teen 
presenters. 

●​ Performers fill out their own entries and select their own presentation options and 
program types that fit their works. 

●​ Besides checked that their website link works, no editing is done to their entries 
●​ Inclusion on the list is not a sign of endorsement, however, there is a section for the 

presenter to include their recent performances by library - good option to follow up with 
those libraries to find out their feedback 

●​ You can filter performers by adding conditions such as audience, program type, fees, 
and travel range. 

●​ Availability of summer vs year round is indicated. 
●​ Please let Anna know if there is a person on there who is not currently performing and 

she will get in contact to be sure that the listing is as up to date as possible. 
 
Summer Reading Program 

●​ Programming Shareout (SRP 2026) 
○​ Theme or not a theme - Depends on the yearly theme. Some libraries are leaning 

hard into the seed theme. 
○​ Pool Noodle Pony Race Program - 3-17yrs old coming to the program and had a 

great time racing through obstacle race, jumping, through cones, all kind of stuff. 
Make a pony, name a pony, make pony awards. Hobby Horse Championships. 

○​ Quarterly storytime videos that get shared with WIC could be shared in house 
and that planning used 

○​ Have received 7 boxes of seeds from Fred Meyer (good place to check) working 
on their garden. 

○​ Planting program with 3” terra cotta pots that could be painted, then planted with 
a wildflower and could be taken home with them. 

○​ Mason Jar Hydroponics - Looked up information about how to do this , and then 
a program for adults first, but then kids. 

○​ Partnered with 4-H in the past for planting programs. 
○​ A Natural Grocers nutritionist here helped us grow microgreens in egg containers 

at a recent STEAMTime program.  It was pretty well received. 
○​ The one program we do every year regardless of theme is Fairy House.  We 

collect bark, moss, and lots of small decorative things.  We've started using berry 
baskets (used) for the base, so it is a really inexpensive program for us.  We do it 
with families and then separately with adults and teens. 

○​ Wilsonville seed library: they branded a seed packet with library logo. Great tool 
to hand out at the farmers market and what not. Very well received. 

○​ Kokedama - moss ball thing that a plant grows out of - hired a local nursery 
presenter to lead the program.  



○​ Butterfly/bees at butterfly garden - walk though and talk about pollinators then do 
a milkweed seed bomb craft or butterfly related craft. Had a parks horticulturalist 
come one year and talk about bees. 

○​ We had a master beekeeper here one summer and will probably ask them to 
come visit again this summer. They have a live bees nest they bring and they 
show the kids the queen bee. 

○​ Programs at a location - great to partner with an organization who is doing 
something similar like Hike Baby or … 

○​ Pokemon Party had a huge turnout at Tualatin this past summer. Multiple places 
are planning Pokemon themed programs and having great turnout at 
programming. ALSC has a toolkit for Pokemon clubs. 
https://www.alsc.ala.org/blog/2025/10/run-a-pokemon-club-at-your-library/ 

○​ Thinking money - a financial literacy tool kit for programing 
 

●​ Potential Programming Partneres 
○​ Fred Meyer and OSU Extension for seed donations 
○​ Local 4-H for planting programs 
○​ Natural Grocers nutritionist helped with growing microgreens in egg containers 
○​ Local farmers market 
○​ Local nursery (for kokedama program) 
○​ Local parks horticulturist - talked about bees 
○​ State Parks - rangers 
○​ Master beekeeper 
○​ Master gardeners 
○​ County fair 

 
●​ Performers 

○​ Creature Teachers did a great job explaining 
○​ MNCH 
○​ Red Yarn 
○​ Angel Ocasio 
○​ Portland Opera- Build an Opera program had a great turn out. Summer kids 

concert opera (others had an opera program that did not work out great - low 
attendance)  

○​ Rae Campbell  
○​ En Taiko - Kids performing drums 
○​ Nathalia - bilingual Spanish/English performer 
○​ Paradise of Samoa - patrons like seeing kids and adults performing 
○​ Also our cooking program was huge with adults. 
○​ Louie Foxx - magician. 
○​ NOAA  (coast) 
○​ NOTE: Ask about block booking and see if you can get a few libraries around you 

to book the same person around the same time and save on travel. 
 



●​ Reading logs/incentives 
○​ Scratch off stickers. 
○​ Reading dragons - kids kept their reading log to get their dragon cards. 

https://www.readingdragons.org/ 
○​ Using Stick Together posters as a way for kids/teens to visualize their summer 

reading progress: 
https://www.demco.com/products/classroom-teacher-supplies/activities-at-home/
sticktogether 

○​ Wanting community to have a visual reminder to show what other people are 
doing. Try to encourage reluctant readers. 

○​ passport program with other local libraries - they got competitive about who could 
get items from more libraries. 

○​ Group sticker poster adapted best to use at your location. Have gone well at 
multiple libraries. 

○​ Teen motivation - Read for a cause - came from Cedar Mills - reading log to vote 
for different causes and that split how much money is donated to each cause. 
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